YOU SERVED – YOU DESERVE THE BEST CARE ANYWHERE

AMERICA APPRECIATES YOUR SERVICE TO AMERICA!

This Veterans Day, November 11, 2009, as we celebrate 233 years of independence and freedom in America, take a moment to remember those who fought and have fallen to protect our freedoms – our women in the military.

Since Congress enacted the Women’s Armed Services Integration Act in 1948, the number of women joining the ranks of the military has been on the rise. In 1950, women comprised just 2 percent of the military. Today, women make up about 15 percent of the military’s active duty population and 15.5 percent in reserve capacities, according to the U.S. Department of Defense. Over 7,500 women served in Vietnam and during the Gulf War, the numbers swelled to 41,000. Research from DoD and VA notes that women are the fastest growing population of veterans with some 200,000 women who have been deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan.

Few can forget the impression that Major Tammy Duckworth made at the Democratic National Convention in 2008, as the Black Hawk helicopter pilot walked across the stage on prosthetics. Duckworth lost the lower half of both of her legs when a rocket-propelled grenade landed in her lap in Iraq in 2004. Despite her injuries, she has insisted on remaining a member of the IL Army National Guard and has become a champion of veteran’s health issues, a focus she has promised to keep as a leader of the Department of Veterans’ Affairs.

Duckworth is one example of a long line of brave women in the military, women like Frances Clayton who disguised herself as a man in order to serve on Missouri’s military and cavalry units during the Civil War. During World War II, Barbara Erickson became the first woman to receive an Air Medal for meritorious achievement as a pilot. She and other women were WASPs, Women Air Force Service Pilots, charged with ferrying planes between factories and air force installations. Though a non-combat post, ferrying and towing planes was a risky and dangerous exercise, even causing the deaths of some WASPs.

With our continuing conflicts in both of those countries, more stories need to be told from a woman’s perspective – both the good and the bad. 

For those seeking a more personal experience locally, The Women Veterans Health Program (Veterans Clinic in Anchorage, Bassett Memorial Hospital, Fort Wainwright, and the Vet Centers throughout the state) offers women veterans information, support, and other health-related services. To contact your local area Veteran Service Officer, e-mail: www.va.gov. 

As President Barack Obama has said, “Let us reflect on our independence, and the sacrifice of our troops standing in harm's way to preserve and protect it. It is a day to celebrate all that America is. And today is a time to aspire toward all we can still become.”

In recognition of our women veterans, Brig Gen McManus, Commander of the Alaska Air National Guard requests your presence at a Celebration of Alaska Women Veterans on Sunday, 8 Nov 09 at Kincaid Elementary School from 1:00 to 4 p.m. to discuss women veterans benefits and quality of life as well as view the film production LIONESS.  We will utilize the survey below to prepare answers for any concerns noted below.
Please R.s.v.p. your attendance for Sunday’s event to Maj Kay Spear-Budd, 249-1680 or kay.spearbudd@akanch.ang.af.mil and place “Confirming for AWV” in the subject line.

ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS SURVEY

The information you provide will allow us to plan a Women Veterans Conference with your concerns and needs in mind. This survey is confidential and will be used only for planning future women veterans programs for the Alaska Department of Veterans Affairs. 
1. Do you consider yourself a veteran?    ____ Yes                ____ No

If not, why not?

Do you have/were you given a DD Form 214?  _____ Yes    ____ No

2. What is your period of service?

___ WW II Era

___ Korean War Era

____Vietnam War Era
___ Peacetime

___ Desert Storm/Shield Era

___ Global War on Terrorism Era (OIF/OEF)
3. Which branches of service did you serve in and how many years?

___ Army
___ Marines
____ Navy
___   Air Force

___ Coast Guard

4. What is your age group?

___18-30  ___ 31-40
  ___41-50     ___51-60   ___61-70  ___ Over 71

5. What is your education level?

___ High School to include GED


___ Trade School

___ Some College




___ Associate Degree

___ Bachelor Degree




___ Advanced Degree

6. In which Municipality/Borough/community do you live? ______________________________________________
7. Please identify the areas that you are concerned about.

    Health Care/Mental Health Care

___ Amputations


___ Adjusting to physical limitations

___ GYN (gynecological)

___ Anxiety

___ Head Injuries


___ Depression
___ Musculoskeletal Disorders
___ Guilt for leaving family for deployment

___ Sexual Assault


___ Stressors of single parenting

___ Sleep Disturbances

___ Post Traumatic Stress Disorder

___ Urological problems

___ Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) 
___ Other ________________________________________________________

8. Have you used the services of the Veterans Administration (VA) hospital or clinic?


___ Yes




___ No   If no, why not?  ______________________________________________________

9. Do you feel that as a woman veteran you have different needs than your male counterparts in the following areas?
After deployment concerns:
a. Being a parent again  
___ Yes   ___ No

b. Being a spouse again 
___ Yes   ___ No

c. Being single


___ Yes   ___ No

d. Continuing Education         ___ Yes   ___ No
e. Deployment


___ Yes   ___ No

Occupation (MOS/AFSC/Billet) ___________________________________

f. Getting a job as a combat veteran  ___ Yes   ___ No

g. Going back to your old job            ___ Yes   ___ No

Other areas _____________________________________________________

10. Are you aware that you may be eligible for Alaska Department of Veterans Affairs benefits?         ___ Yes   ___ No 

11. Have you applied for any of the following Alaska Department of Veterans Affairs benefits?  

Assistance for VA Claims



___ Yes   
___ No

Home Loan





___Yes  
___ No
Veterans Assistance Program (homeless)

___ Yes
___ No
National Guard only: (Circle those areas that apply for your needs):
Hunting License

Fishing License

University of Alaska State Tuition Assistance Program

State Veteran Loan Eligibility

Distinctive License Plates for NG members

Military Retirement ($100./month)

12. Have you used the Post 9/11 G.I. Bill or other educational benefits through the VA?

___ Yes   ___ No

13. Is health care a concern for you? Do you consider your health care adequate as a veteran?  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

14. Have you visited your Veterans Service Officer?  ___ Yes   __ No

If yes, how was that experience for you? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
15. Are you planning to attend the Celebrating Womens Veterans event on Sunday, 8 Nov 09?

Yes _____     No _______

16. What time of year would you prefer that Alaska Department of Veterans Affairs hold a Women Veterans Conference? Please choose only one that best meets your need.

___ Spring   ___ Summer  ___ Fall ___ Winter

17. What day of the week would you be available to attend a Women Veterans Conference? Please list two options that best meet your schedule.

18. What topics would you like to see covered in a statewide Women Veterans Conference?
________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Please email or fax this survey to Maj Kay Spear-Budd, 176WG/CCE at kay.spearbudd@akanch.ang.af.mil or 249-1648.
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