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May 21, 2009
Northern Edge 2009 scheduled for June 15 - 26
ELMENDORF AIR FORCE BASE, Alaska ( From June 15 to June 26, U.S. military units from bases throughout the continental United States and the Pacific Rim will convene in Alaska to participate in exercise Northern Edge 2009 (NE09). The largest joint training exercise hosted by Alaskan Command, NE09 will take place primarily on Elmendorf and Eielson Air Force bases (near Anchorage and Fairbanks, respectively); on and above the Joint Pacific Alaska Range Complex; and in the Gulf of Alaska. 
NE09 is one in a series of 2009 U.S. Pacific Command exercises that prepare joint forces to respond to crises in the Asia-Pacific region. The exercise is designed to sharpen skills; practice operations, techniques, and procedures; improve command, control and communication relationships; and develop interoperable plans and programs. 
Approximately 9,000 U.S. active duty, reserve and National Guard component Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Marines will participate. Major participating units include Pacific Air Forces, Air Combat Command, U.S. Army Alaska, Marine Forces Pacific, Special Operations Command Pacific, and U.S. Pacific Fleet. 
For more information, contact the Alaskan Command Public Affairs Office (alcom.j08@elmendorf.af.mil or 907.552.2341).
-- 30 --
Media: Members of the media are welcome to cover this exercise. Agencies interested in aerial coverage opportunities or visits to U.S. Pacific Fleet vessels must contact the Alaskan Command Public Affairs Office to register. Because specific information (representative names, social security numbers, dates of birth, contact information and any desired story ideas) is required, we urge interested agencies to contact us as early as possible.

If you or your agency are unable to cover Northern Edge in person but would like the Alaskan Command Public Affairs Office to send you photos, stories, notifications, etc. relating to the exercise, please let us know via the contact information given above.
